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Weather Awareness

March 23-29




Daily Campaign Messages
Sunday, March 23 - Introduction To Campaign
Monday, March 24 - Flash Floods
Tuesday, March 25 - NOAA Weather Radio and Statewide Drill
Wednesday, March 26 - Low Water Crossing
Thursday, March 27 - Thunderstorms & Lightning
Friday, March 28 - Lightning Safety Tips
Saturday, March 29 - Tornadoes

Extra Copies of This Campaign Booklet Can
Be Downloaded From Our Web Site At

www.erh.noaa.gov/er/rlx

Weather Related Fatalities in West Virginia
1993-2002

Floods/Flash Floods 36

Winter Weather 13

Lightning 5

Wind 2

Heat 1

Other 3

Fatalities directly related to or caused by weather

Annual Fatalities in WV

1993 3 1998 7
1994 11 1999 3
1995 5 2000 4
1996 12 2001 6
1997 6 2002 3




Introduction

The message of this campaign is preparedness. Preparedness is everyone s job. Not just
government agencies but all sectors of society service providers, businesses, civic and
volunteer groups, industry associations and neighborhood associations, as well as every
individual citizen should plan ahead for disaster. During the first few hours or days
following a disaster, essential services may not be available. People must be ready to act
on their own.

Everyone should have afamily disaster plan steps you can take to ensure the safety of
your family. These steps include:

Find out what types of disasters are most likely to occur in your com munity
and how to prepare forthem. This campaign will focus on severe weather but
you should be just as prepared for other forms of disasters.

Hold a family meeting. Families should get together to talk about the steps
they Il take to be ready when disaster happens in their community.

Take action. Each family member can be responsible for helping the family be
prepared. Activities can include posting emergency telephone numbers,
assembling disaster supply kits, taking firstaid or CPR courses, and planning
evacuation routes.

Practice and maintain the plan. Itis important that you practice the plan on a
regular basis so family members will remember what to do when disaster strikes.
There may not be much time in an actual emergency.

Flash floods are the #2 weather-related killer in the United States. On average, 146
people lose their lives every year due to flooding. That s equal to the nexttwo weather
killers combined (lightning and tornadoes).

West Virginia is no exception to this fact. In the last decade, 36 people have been killed
in flash floods and floods. Deaths by lightning during the same period was 5 and there
have been no deaths due to tornadoes.

We invite you to participate in this year s campaign....spread the word, learn safety steps
you can take to protect yourself and family, develop a disaster plan.

ormReady |
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Severe Weather Terms

Warning - A productissued by NWS local
offices indicating that a particular weather
hazard is either imminent or occurring. A
warning indicates the need to take action to
protectlife and property. Typical warnings
include:

Tornado Warning

Severe Thunderstorm Warning
Flash Flood/Flood Warning
Excessive Heat Warning

Watch - A NWS product indicating that
conditions are favorable for the development
of a particular severe weather event. A
watch is normally issued for several hours
and indicates a need for planning,
preparation, and an increased awareness of
changing weather conditions. Typical
watches include:

Tornado Watch

Severe Thunderstorm W atch

Flash Flood/Flood

Downburst - An exceptionally energetic
downdraft that exits the base of a
thunderstorm and spreads out at the earth s
surface as strong and gusty horizontal winds
that may cause property damage.
Downbursts are much more common than
you think and more likely than tornadoes in
West Virginia.

Flash Flood - A flood that rises and falls quite
rapidly. Flash Floods occur as the result of
intense rainfall over a relatively small area in
a short period of time.

Flood - The condition thatoccurs when
water overflows the natural or artificial
confines of a stream or body of water, or
accumulates by drainage over low lying
areas.

Funnel Cloud - Violently rotating column of
air, but is not in contact with the ground. A
tornado passes the funnel cloud stage during
its development and dissipation.

Gust Front - The leading edge of a mass of
cool, gusty air that flows from the base of a

2003 Spring Severe Weather Awareness Campaign

thunderstorm (dow nburst)
and spreads along

the ground in advance of a
thunderstorm.

Lightning - Generally, any
and allof the various forms

of electrical discharge produced by
thunderstorms.

Severe Thunderstorm - A thunderstorm
producing a tornado, damaging winds of 58
mph or greater, and/or hail 3/4 of an inch in
diameter or larger.

Squall Lines - Any line or narrow band of
thunderstorms. These lines may be of
considerable length, extending across
multiple states.

Straight Line Winds - Typically used to
describe thunderstorm wind damage that
exhibits little rotational patterns to
differentiate from the winds in a tornado that
produce damage that exhibits rotational
characteristics. Damage after a tornado
could also appear to be straight line
depending on speed of movement, size, and
strength. Straight line winds are most often
found with a gust front, originating from a
downburst.

Thunderstorm - In general, a local storm
produced by a cumulonimbus cloud, and
always accompanied by lightning, thunder,
gusty winds, possibly heavy rain and
sometimes hail.

Tornado - Violently rotating column of air in
contact with the ground, descending from
the base of a severe thunderstorm. They are
usually funnel-shaped, with a narrow end
nearest the ground. In West Virginia, most
tornadoes are obscured by hills, trees and
rain until they are upon you. One rule of
thumb used by spotters is, if the visible
funnel extends more than halfway from the
cloud to the ground, consider it a
tornado...you may not see the visible funnel
near the ground if it is weak or disorganized.




Public Service Announcements
Flash Floods/Floods

(Length: 15 seconds)

TAKETIMENOW TO LEARN THE FLOOD EVACUATION ROUTE FROM YOUR HOME
AND BUSINESS. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE WATER RISES TO DISCOVER THE SAFEST,
QUICKESTROUTE TO HIGHER GROUND OR YOU MAY FIND YOURSELF TREADING
WATER. TO LEARN MORE ABOUT FLOOD SAFETY, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OFFICE
OF EMERGENCY SERVICES.

(Length: 20 seconds)

IF CAUGHT IN ABUILDING DURING A FLOOD, MOVE TO THE HIGHEST FLOOR OR
THE ROOF AND WAIT FOR HELP. DO NOT TRY TO SWIM TO SAFETY. THE
STRENGTH OF A FLOOD WATER CURRENT CANBE DECEIVING. IF YOU AREIN A
CAR AND WATER STARTS RISING, GET OUT AND MOVE TO HIGHER GROUND. TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT FLOOD SAFETY,CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OFFICE OF
EMERGENCY SERVICES.

(Length: 20 seconds)

NEVER ATTEMPT TODRIVE OR WALK THROUGH FLOOD WATERS. EVEN THOUGH
THE WATER MIGHT LOOK ONLY INCHESDEEP, IT COULD BE MUCH DEEPER AND
FLOODWATER CURRENTS CAN BE DECEPTIVE. IT ONLY TAKES TWO FEET OF
WATER TO CARRY AWAY MANY OF TODAY S CARS. TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
FLOOD SAFETY, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES.

(Length: 50 seconds)

FLOODING CAN OCCUR ANY TIME OF THE YEAR. THAT SWHY YOU SHOULD
PREPARE NOW..BEFORE THE NEXT FLOOD OCCURS. HERE ARE SOME THINGS YOU
CAN DO...

FIRST,BE READY TO EVACUATE. LEARN THE EVACUATION ROUTES FROM YOUR
AREA. AND THINK ABOUTWHERE YOU WOULD GO MAYBE A FRIEND OR
RELATIVE SHOUSE. IF YOU DON T OWN A CAR, ASK LOCAL AUTHORITIES ABOUT
EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION.

SECOND,PUT TOGETHER A DISASTER SUPPLIESKIT. USE ADUFFLE BAG TO STORE
SUPPLIES YOU WOULD WANT TO TAKE WITH YOU IN AN EVACUATION. INCLUDE A
BATTERY-POWERED RADIO, AFLASHLIGHT AND PLENTY OF EXTRA BATTERIES.
PACK A FIRST AID KIT, EXTRA CLOTHING,BLANKETS,BOTTLED WATER AND SOME
FOOD.

NEXT, BUY FLOOD INSURANCE. BRING YOUR INSURANCE POLICY WITH YOU IF
YOU EVACUATE.

BE READY FOR FLOODS. KNOW HOW YOU LL EVACUATE. PUT TOGETHER A
DISASTER SUPPLY KIT. AND BUY FLOOD INSURANCE. TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
FLOOD PREPAREDNESS, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OFFICE OF EMERGENCY
SERVICES.




Public Service Announcements
Lightning/Weather Radio/Tornado/Heat

(Length: 27 Seconds)

LIGHTNING ISTHE NUMBER THREE WEATHER KILLER AFTER FLOODS AND HEAT.
WHEN OUTDOORS..WATCH FOR SIGNS OF APPROACHING STORMS.
REMEMBER...IFYOU CAN HEAR THUNDER..YOU ARE CLOSE ENOUGH TO THE
STORM TO BE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING. MOVE TO ASTURDY BUILDING OR CAR. DO
NOT TAKE SHELTER IN SMALL SHEDS...UNDER ISOLATED TREES...OR IN
CONVERTIBLE AUTOMOBILES. IF CAUGHT OUTSIDE AND NO SHELTER IS
NEARBY..FIND A LOW SPOT AWAY FROM TREES..FENCESAND POLES. MAKE SURE
THE PLACE YOU PICK IS NOT SUBJECT TO FLOODING. DON T TAKE CHANCES
WITH LIGHTNING. STAY SAFE.

(Length: 27 Seconds)

TWENTY-FOUR HOURS A DAY..SEVEN DAYS A WEEK THE NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICEBROADCASTS WEATHER INFORMATION IN WEST VIRGINIA. IF YOU HAVE
A WEATHER ALERT RADIO...KEEP IT ON. AND IF THERE IS THREATENING
WEATHER IN YOUR AREA..STAY TUNED TO YOUR LOCAL STATION WHERE
WEATHER WATCHES AND WARNINGS WILL BE BROADCAST. WEATHER RADIO IS
THE VOICE OF THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE. STAY TUNED FOR SAFETY.
AND FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SEVERE WEATHER SAFETY..CONTACT YOUR
COUNTY OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES.

(Length: 57 Seconds)

TORNADOES CAN OCCUR ANY TIME OF THE YEAR. A TORNADO WATCH MEANS
TORNADOES ARE POSSIBLE. A TORNADO WARNING MEANS A TORNADO HAS BEEN
SIGHTED ORINDICATED BY RADAR. WHEN A TORNADO WARNING IS ISSUED.. TAKE
SHELTER IN A BASEMENT..AWAY FROM WINDOWS. IF THERE IS NO BASEMENT...GO
TO AN INTERIOR ROOM -LIKE ACLOSET -ON THE LOWEST FLOOR. GET OUT OF
MOBILE HOMES AND CARS. IF YOU ARE IN THE OPEN..TAKE COVER IN ADITCH OR
LOW-LYING AREA. TO LEARN MORE ABOUT TORNADO PREPAREDNESS..CONTACT
YOUR LOCAL NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE OFFICEOR YOUR COUNTY OFFICE OF
EMERGENCY SERVICES.

(Length: 15 Seconds)

HOT WEATHER CAN BE A PERSONAL SAFETY HAZARD. HEAT ISTHE NUMBER ONE
WEATHER KILLER ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. WHEN IT S ABOVE 90
DEGREES.DON T LEAVE CHILDREN OR PETS IN YOUR CAR WITH THE WINDOWS
ROLLED UP AND NO AIR CONDITIONING. IN JUST A FEW MINUTES THE INSIDE
TEMPERATURE OF THE CAR CAN RISE TO MORE THAN 100 DEGREES.
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Flood Facts

Floods and flash floods are the leading weather-related killers in
the United States after heat. In the past 30 years, floods have
accounted for nearly double the fatalities as lightning. Flooding in
West Virginia is a serious problem. Thirty-six people have been
killed in the last 10 years in floods and flash floods, two (2) in 2002.

Three types of flooding that occur in West Virginia:

General River Flooding occurs after long-term heavy rain, snow melt, or a
combination of the two. It usually occurs slowly, allowing more time to move
people and property to safety.

Flash Flooding is always life threatening and occurs very quickly as the name
implies. Flash flooding typically occurs in hilly or mountainous areas, but can
occur anywhere when heavy rain falls in a short period of time. Flash flooding can
also be caused by a dam failure as was the case on February 26, 1972 along the
Buffalo Creek in Logan County. After 3-4 inches of rain overnight, a slag dam
failed killing 125 people.

Urban and Small Stream Flooding is a more subtle flood threat. It can occur when
heavy rain falls in an urban or rural area, resulting in flooding streets, underpasses,
or drainage ditches in an urban area, or creeks in rural areas. Itis not normally a
threat unless motorists drive through the flooded road or children play in flooded
drainage ditches. Small stream flooding can be hazardous if persons get too close
to a swollen creek.

Most flood-related deaths occur when people attempt to walk or drive into a flooded
area. Many flood-related deaths also occur at night, when it is difficult to recognize the
dangers of a water-covered road.

Trucks and four-wheel drive vehicles are also susceptible to being swept away by high
water. Such vehicles often give motorists a false sense of security, believing they can
drive through high water. This belief resultsin numerous deaths or emergency rescues of
motorists in vehicles either stuck in or swept away by flood waters. Nineteen of the 36
deaths in flooding in the past decade was the result of driving vehicles through flooded
roadways.

One only has to look at the past history of West Virginia to realize that flooding plays a
dubious role in the lives of the citizens of this State. Everyone remembers May of last
year, especially across the southern coalfields of the state.
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Flood Safety Tips

Flood-related injuries and fatalities can be greatly reduced by increasing
public awareness of the dangers involved in floods and flash floods.
These tips can help protect you during flood events:

Nationwide about 50% of flood deaths occur in motor vehicles (in West Virginia its
53%). Never attempt to drive into a flooded roadway. It only takes about two feet of

water to float most cars. A common remark of motorists who survived

driving over a flooded road and were swept away was that they only

thought the water was a few inches deep. On May 18, 2001, a family of 4

crossed a rain swollen Buffalo Creek in their truck. Their

truck rolled overseveral times. Two escaped, but the father and daughter

drowned.

Even if the vehicle in front of you successfully crossed a water-covered
road, itis best to find an alternative route or to wait. Ifyou get stuck, you
are not only risking your own life, but the lives of rescue personnel.

Of the 36 deaths due to flooding in West Virginia in the past 10 years,
19 have been the result of driving vehicles through a flooded roadway.

If you live in a low-lying area or near a creek, pay close attention to water
levels during heavy rain events. Water rises rapidly during flash floods,
often taking victims by surprise. Be prepared to move quickly to higher
ground if water levels begin rising rapidly.

Remember that just 6 inches of rapidly moving flood water can knock a
person down.

Never let children play near creeks or storm drains. Everyyear, deaths

or injuries occur as a result of people getting swept into a creek or storm
drain, with the most frequent victims being children. On May 27, 2000, a
6-yearold girl drowned after falling into a swollen culvert near her home
in Montgomery Heights of Fayette County, West Virginia. She was swept
through a drainage pipe and into the Kanawha River. On May 22, 2001, a
2-year old boy fell into a creek in Roane County and drowned. Again on
July 29, a 3-year old boy fell into a rain swollen Jenny Branch in McDowell
County and drowned

If you are camping, never set up your tentor camper right on the bank

of ariver or creek. Itis best to allow some distance and elevation between
your campsite and the creek, so if aflash flood does occur, you will have
more time to move to higher ground.
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Thunderstorms/Lightning Facts

Thunderstorms are a common spring and summer occurrence
throughout West Virginia. Thunderstorm winds and lightning kill more
people each year than tornadoes. In fact, its been over 17 years since
someone was killed by a tornado in this state.

Over a 30-year time period, lightning has caused approximately 83 deaths in the United States
each year.

All thunderstorms produce lightning. Lightning often strikes outside of heavy rain and may
occur as far as 10 miles away from any rainfall.

Most lightning occurs within the cloud or between the cloud and ground.

Lightning results from the buildup and discharge of electrical energy between positively and
negatively charged areas. The action of rising and descending air within a thunderstorm separates
positive and negative charges.

West Virginia experiences thunderstorm activity an average of 30 to 50 days annually.

The typical thunderstorm is 15 miles in diameter and lasts 20-30 minutes.

Nearly 1,800 thunderstorms occur at any momentaround the world. That s 16 million storms
per year.

Of the estimated 100,000 thunderstorms that occur each yearin the United States, only about
10% are classified severe.

Severe thunderstorms can produce damaging winds as strong as the winds in a weak tornado
and can be life threatening.

A severe thunderstorm can produce hail that is 3/4 inch in diameter or larger, winds of 58 miles
per hour or higher, or tornadoes.

Large hail causes nearly $1 billion in damage to property and crops annually.

The costliest U.S. hailstorm occurred in Denver on July 11, 1990, which produced a total hail
damage estimated at $625 million.

Lightning strikes the earth 100 times each second.
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Thunderstorms/Lightning Safety Tips

The following safety tips can protectyou during a thunderstorm:

If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to the storm to be struck
by lightning. Go to a safe shelter immediately, such as a sturdy building
or car. Do not take shelter in small sheds, under isolated trees, or in
convertible automobiles.

Telephone lines and metal pipes can conduct electricity. Unplug appliances not necessary for
obtaining weather information. Avoid using electrical appliances. Use phones ONLY in an

emergency.

Turn off air conditioners. Power surges from lightning can overload the compressors.

Do not take a bath or shower. W ater is an electrical conductor.
If caught outdoors and no shelter is nearby:

If lightning is occurring and a shelter is not available, get inside a hard top automobile and
keep the windows up.

If no automobile is available, find a low spot away from trees, fences and poles. Be alert to the
possibility of flash flooding.

If you are in the woods, take shelter under short trees or bushes.

If you feel your skin tingle or your hair stand on end, squatlow to the ground on the balls of
your feet. Place your hands on your knees with your head between them. Make yourself the
smallest target possible and minimize your contact with the ground.

If you are boating or swimming, get to land and find shelter immediately.

Stay away from open outdoor spaces.

Heat Safety Tips

Slow down. Strenuous activities should be reduced, eliminated, or rescheduled to the coolest
time of the day. Individuals at risk should stay in the coolest available place, not necessarily
indoors.

Drink plenty of water or other non alcoholic fluids. Your body needs water to keep cool.
Drink plenty of fluids even if you don t feel thirsty.

Don t get too much sun. Sunburn makes the job of heat dissipation that much more difficult.
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Tornado Facts

A tornado is a violently rotating column ofair extending from a
thunderstorm to the ground.

The most violent tornadoes are capable of remendous destruction
with wind speed of 250 miles per hour or more.

The average tornado moves from the southwest to northeast, but tornadoes have been known
to move in any direction.

The average forward speed of a tornado is 30 miles per hour, but may vary from nearly
stationary to 70 miles per hour!

Tornadoes can occur throughout the year, however, the peak season in West Virginia is April
through July.

Tornadoes are most likely to occur between 2 p.m. and 10 p.m., but have been known to
occur at any hour, day or night.

Tornadoes can be classified into one of three types:

Weak Tornadoes (FO/F1) - account for more than 95% of all tornadoes in West Virginia;

cause less than 5% of tornado deaths; lifetime is usually from less than one minute to a

few minutes with a path length of from %2 mile to 2 miles; wind speeds are less than 113
mph.

Strong Tornadoes (F2/F3) - account for the remaining 5% of all tornadoes in West
Virginia; cause nearly 30% ofall tornado deaths; may last 10 minutes or longer with a
path length of several miles; wind speeds are 113 to 206 mph.

Violent Tomadoes (F4/F5) - are extremely rare in West Virginia; cause 70% of all tornado
deaths; may last forone hour or more; wind speeds are greater than 206 mph.

West Virginia averages 2 tornad oes per year.

National W eather Service offices in Charleston, Pittsburgh, Sterling (Virginia), and Blacksburg
(Virginia) provide warnings for West Virginia.

The W eather Service uses Doppler weather radars to sense the air move ment within
thunderstorms. Early detection of increasing rotation aloft within a thunderstorm can allow
lifesaving warnings before the tornado forms.
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ormReady

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Overview:

To help Americans guard against the ravages of severe weather,
the National Weather Service has designed StormReady, a
program aimed at arming America s counties with the
communication and safety tools necessary to save lives and
property. The entire county from the county commissioners,
emergency managers, to business leaders and civic groups can
take the lead on becoming StormReady. Local National Weather
Service forecast offices work with counties to complete an
application and review process and help them meet specific
objectives.

" Ninety percent of all presidentially declared disasters are
weather related. This severe weather results in around 500
(nearly 700 in 1998) deaths per year and nearly $14 billion
in direct damage costs. The total economic costs average
over $50 billion per year, according to the National Science
Foundation. The National Weather Service watches out for
the nation during severe weather, but it s what communities
do before the threatening weather strikes that saves lives
and property.

The StormReady program addresses the need for a new level of
community awareness to protect life and property from
extreme weather.

The partnership between local National Weather Service
forecasters, the television and radio stations and area
emergency managers saves hundreds of lives every year.

Storm Ready improves communication and Increases awareness
and preparedness In a county.

(NOTE: FEMA s Project Impact is designed to make a community
more durable against the ravages of severe weather. Storm
Ready prepares counties to respond to the threat of severe
weather. The programs are complementary.)

StormReady provides detailed and clear recommendations which
counties use to improve their hazardous weather related and
public awareness programs. It also gives the county
recognition for their preparedness accomplishments.
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" StormReady prepares counties with an action plan that
responds to the threat of all types of severe weather --
from tornadoes to tsunamis.

" The entire county from the county commissioners, emergency
managers, to business leaders and civic groups can take
the lead on becoming StormReady. Local National Weather
Service forecast offices work with counties to complete an
application and review process. To be officially StormReady,
a county must:

" Establish a 24-hour warning point and emergency
operations center;

" Have more than one way to receive severe weather
forecasts and warnings and to alert the public;

" Create a system that monitors local weather conditions;

" Promote the importance of public readiness through
community seminars;

" Develop a formal hazardous weather plan, which includes
training severe weather spotters and holding emergency
exercises.

" Storm Ready Certification Process

" An advisory board, comprised of National Weather Service
warning coordination meteorologists, and state and local
emergency managers, will review applications from
counties and visit the locations to verify the steps made
in the process to become StormReady.

StormReady counties must stay freshly prepared, because
the designation is only valid for two years.

" Counties interested in StormReady should contact their local
National Weather Service Forecast Office or visit the web
page: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/stormready.

An 1mportant change this year is that StormReady counties
participating in FEMA s National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) will receive 25 Community Rating Points toward lowering
flood insurance rates. More information on the NFIP and the
Community Rating System is at: www.fema.gov/nfip/crs
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Benefits of NOAA Weather Radio

An important element of severe weather safety is
NOAA Weather Radio. The National Weather
Wveaher Rad o Service broadcast advance warnings over NOAA
Weather Radio for all severe weather.

We could have the best warnings in the world, but
if we cant alert you to the need to take action they
are useless.

When severe weather strikes, especially at night, NOAA Weather Radio
saves lives. There are many stories of survival thanks to NOAA Weather
Radio. The plant workers in Haysville, Kansas in May 1999, the large
group of fans at a packed high school gymnasium in BeBe, Arkansas in
January 1999, and a veterinarian s family in Georgia in February 2000,
will all tell you there is no longer any doubt that NOAA Weather Radio
saves lives.

(BACKGROUND: Between 80 to 90 percent of Americans can receive
NOAA Weather Radio broadcasts, however only 5 to 10 percent
actually own a NOAA Weather Radio.)

NOAA Weather Radios should be as common as smoke detectors.

The next page graphically shows the

MARK TRAIL CHAMPIONS Weather Radio coverage across West
NOAA WEATHER RADIO- Virginia. More information is available by
TR on TR TR BShIR contacting the National Weather Service

office closest to you or by checking the
national web site at
http://www.nws.noaa.qgov/nwr

NOAA WEATHER
RADIOS SHOULD BE

AS COMMON N H

HOMES AND PUBLIC | POl e
PLACES AS SmOKE / \L ™= (=
DETECTORS! -

Mark T rail image courtesy of North Am erican Syndicate, Inc.,
World Rights Reserved
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Weather Radio Frequencies and Coverage

WXJ-84 Charleston 162,400 WXM-74 Sutton 162.45 WXM-70 Spencer 162.500 K77-46 Athens 162.425 MHz

KXI-74 Monterville 162,525

Other Transmitters Serving West Virginia

WXM-73 Moorefield 162.400 covers Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Mineral counties (prog nmed by Sterling NWS office)

KXI-73 Parsons 162.450 covers Tucker, Preston, Barbour, Randolph, Grant (programmed by Pittsburgh)

WXM-42 Hagerstown 162.475 covers Morgan, Berkely, Jefferson counties (programmed by Sterling)

WXM-72 Hinton 162.425 covers Greenbrier, Mercer, Monroe, Pocahontas, Summers counties (programmed by Blacksburg, VA)
KIH-35 Pittsburgh 162.550 covers Brooke, Hancock, Ohio counties (programmed by Pittsburgh)

WX]J-47 Cambridge 162.475 covers Marshall, Ohio, Pleasants, Tyler, Wood counties (programmed by Pittsburgh)
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Contacts

National Weather Service

Charleston - Dan Bartholf (304) 746-0180 e-mail: daniel.bartholf@noaa.gov
400 Parkway Rd.

Charleston, WV 25309 Internet: http://www.nw s.noaa.go v/er/rIx/

Pittsburgh - Rich Kane (412) 262-1591
192 Shafer Rd.
Coraopolis, PA 15108 Intern et: http://www.nws.no aa.go v/er/pit/

Blacksburg, VA - Mike Emlaw (540) 552-1613

VA Tech Corp. Research Ctr.

1750 Forecast Dr.

Blacksburg, VA 24060 Internet: http://www .bev.net/weather/

Sterling, VA - Barbara Watson (703) 260-0209
44087 Weather Service Rd.
Sterling, VA 20166 Interne t: http://www.nws.noa a.gov/lwx/

West Virginia Office of Emergency Services

Mark Rigsby

Bldg. 1, Room EB-80, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, WV 25305-0360
(304) 558-5380

Drill Day, Wednesday, March 26 at 9:50 AM

The drill this year will be for all hazards. At drill time we ask that each
agency, school, manufacturing facility, etc. practice for a particular form

of hazard. It could be a flash flood, severe thunderstorm, tornado, or some
other event. Carry out your preplans...critique your drill...and discuss it.
Make changes if necessary. The idea of the drill is to prepare for emergencies
before they happen.

Other Dirills

Other states will be conducting drills during the month.

Ohio - Wednesday, March 26 9:50 am
Kentucky - Tuesday, March 11 10:07 am
Virginia - Tuesday, March 25 9:45 am
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Additional Resource Material

Are You Ready For A Flash Flood?

4-color, 2 page brochure that provides essential
flood and flash flood safety information on
one side and interactive questions on the
other, encouraging family disaster planning
and preparedness.

Available from ARC, NWS

When You Return To a Storm Damaged
Home

14-page booklet on disaster assistance
programs. Safety tips on entering damaged
buildings, drying and cleaning, repairing
floors, disinfecting water, etc.

Available from FEMA

Safe Living In Your Manufactured Home

Covers fire, tornado, and flood safety for

mobile and manufactured home dwellers.
Available from ARC

Floods...The Awesome Power

4-color, 16-page brochure that gives
information on flash floods and floods, how
they happen, driving safety, etc.

Available from NWS, ARC

In The Event Of a Flood

Fold out that describes steps to take to
minimize loss of life and property before,
during and after flooding.

Available from FEMA, NWS

Are You Ready For A Tornado?

4-color, 2-page brochure that provides essential
tornado safety information and interactive
questions.

Available from ARC, NWS

Are You Ready For a Thunderstorm?

4-color, 2 page brochure that provides essential
thunderstorm and lightning safety
information andinteractive questions,
encouraging family disaster planning and
preparedness.

Available from ARC, NWS

Thunderstorms...Tornadoes & Lightning ...
Nature s Most Violent Storms
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4-color, 16 page in-depth brochure that gives
information on thunderstorms...tornadoes
and lightning, the science behind these
phenomena, and how to stay safe.

Available from ARC, NWS

Your Home Has Been Flooded...The First
Steps

Covers immediate steps to take after a flood,
including safety and minimization of
further damage.

Available from FEMA or ARC

Your Family Disaster Plan

4-page, 3-color brochure describing four steps
to disaster safety.

Available from ARC, FEMA

Disaster Supplies Kit

Brochure that gives information on how to
assemble a kit and a checkilist for items to
place in it.

Available from ARC, FEMA

Owlie Skywarn On Flash Floods

Kids brochure on flash flood safety.
Available from NWS
Flash Floods

Tri-fold brochure with flash flood safety tips.
Available from NWS

Homeowner s Guide To Retrofitting

178-page book on six ways to protect your
house from flooding. Includes
information on technical and financial
assistance. Designed specifically for
homeowners who want to know how to

protect their homes from flooding.
Available from NWS, FEMA

Saving Lives With an All-Hazard Warning
Network

44 page detailed booklet on NOAA Weather
Radio listing manufacturers, transmitter

sites, recommendations, safety rules
Available from NWS



ARC= American Red Cross
FEMA = Federal Emergency Mgmt Agency
NWS = National Weather Service

West Virginia Spring
Severe Weather

Awareness ormRead!, Campaign

March 23-29, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 2003

Are You ?

at 9:50 a.m.

National Weather Service
400 Parkway Road
Charleston, WV 25309

TO:

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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2003 Spring Severe Weather Awareness Campaign
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